TABERNACLE IN THE WILDERNESS

One subject, which is rarely taught nowadays, but which was still popular among Christian Brethren and others in the 1950s, excited considerable interest in the Chapel when the minister of the Abbeyhill Baptist Church gave a series of Studies in the Tabernacle and its furniture over four consecutive nights, 14 to 17 June 1907. He illustrated his lectures with a model of the Tabernacle, and the many who attended asked for his illustrations and comments to be reproduced in the Record.

‘In August 1908 the Rev. T. J, Allen, of Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. paid a short visit and gave us a most interesting lecture on the Tabernacle and the Priesthood.  It was a big undertaking to crowd into one lecture as much as he did, but his work was well done. The lecture proved interesting, instructive, and edifying. It was also illustrated by a beautiful model built to the scale of one inch to the cubit. The lecturer was dressed in the glorious robes of the High Priest. We have heard many lectures on the Tabernacle, but we cannot say that ever we saw a lecturer who illustrated his lecture so effectively as did our good friend Mr Allen.’

Joseph Kemp began a series of talks on the Tabernacle at the School of Bible Study in October 1909. The series continued through to March 1910, and then the studies moved on into Numbers chapter 20.

Graham Scroggie did not go into the symbolism of the Tabernacle in any detail, but one of the Chapel missionaries, Douglas Robertson, had a large model and lectured on it in the Chapel on Thursday 1 March 1928, while home on furlough from China, and also for a whole week at a ‘mission outstation’ in South China, and no doubt elsewhere. There is a full and appreciative report of the lecture in the Record.
. Sidlow Baxter dealt with it exhaustively and in detail in 1939, and copied the above sketch, without acknowledgement, in the Record, 1939, p, 45. 
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� His outline, together with a sketch of the Tabernacle, is at Record 1909, p. 113. See also Record 1909, pp. 155-7. The last outline of a talk on the Tabernacle is at Record 1910, p. 46.


� Record 1927, p. 94; 1928, pp. 36, 57-8.





